Ecosys’rems: in a changing climate

Climate plays an integral role in shaping the diversity of
our natural ecosystems. Climate change has the
potential to alter ecosystem structure and function to
an extent that will pose considerable threats to plant
and animal species. These changes will also affect
species richness and biodiversity and may be beyond
the limits of adaptation.

Ecosystems and Biodiversity

Ontario’s ecological landscape, both aquatic and
terrestrial, is being be reshaped by the effects of
climate change.
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availability will increase the potential for plant and
tree stress leaving them susceptible to diseases and (Expert Panel on Climate Change
pests (Millar et al, 2007) Adaptation, 2009)




ECOSYSTEMS

Adaptation Options for Ecosystems:

As the ability of plant and animal species to cope with
climate change lessens, it is important for resource
managers to understand their role in aiding adaptation in

the natural environment. The following actions will help
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OCCIAR specializes in communication of climate impacts and supports
adaptation planning to a wide range of stakeholders throughout the province
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